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SUBJECT: TREATY NEGOTIATIONS - MEDIA COVERAGE 

SUMMARY: COVERAGE OF NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUES LIGHT. 
EDITORIAL POLICY GUIDANCE. MOST NOTABLY ON NEUTRALITY 
ISSUE, HAS NOT SHIFTED SINCE INCEPTION OF CURRENT ROUND. 
"SENSATIONAL DECLARATIONS" BY TORRIJOS ARE PROMISED FOR 
JUNE 3 COUNCIL OF STATE MEETING IN DAVID. END SUMMARY. 

1 . COVERAGE OF TREATY NEGOTIATIONS REMAINED LIGHT OVER 
WEEKEND; PRESS CARRIED WIRE SERVICE STORIES. A FRIDAY 
EVENING TV INTERVIEW QUOTED TORRIJOS AS SAYING THAT 
NEGOTIATIONS HAD ENTERED A "ZONE OF SILENCE" IN WHICH DIRECT 
COMMENT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE. 

2. EDITORIALIZING ABOUT THE ROUND HAS ALSO CONTINUED LIGHT. 
"ESTRELLA" FOR MAY 23 NOTES THAT RECENT EVENTS HAVE 
CREATED A "CLIMATE OF TENSION" IN BOTH PANAMA AND THE CANAL 
ZONE AND CALLS ON READERS TO AVOID INCIDENTS WHICH WOULD 
SERVE ONLY THE "SINISTER PURPOSES OF PROVOCATEURS ON BOTH 
SIDES WHILE DAMAGING THE PANAMANIAN CAUSE. 
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3. WHAT LITTLE COMMENTARY THERE HAS BEEN HAS REFERRED 
OFTEN TO NEUTRALITY, ALBEIT USUALLY IN GENERAL TERMS. 

IN A FRIDAY TV ITEM FROM WASHINGTON, CHANNEL 4 NEWS 
DIRECTOR ELETA SAID "ANY SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF 
NEUTRALITY WILL BE MADE SOLELY BY PANAMA, WHICH ALL NATIONS 
WILL HAVE THE DUTY TO RESPECT AND THAT ONCE THE NEW TREATY 
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EXPIRES, NO FOREING TROOPS OR MILITARY INSTALLATIONS 
WILL EXIST IN PANAMA" (FBIS/PANAMA PA 210245Y). 

4. BUT "CRITICA", EDITORIALIZING MAY 23, ON THE "NEW 
RECESS" IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, RETURNED TO THE LINE OF RECENT 
MONTHS THAT ANY EFFECTIVE NEUTRALITY GUARANTEE MUST BE BY 
MEANS OF UNITED NAIONS. IT CONCLUDED WITH A DOUR REPETITION 
THAT "OTHER METHODS OF DECOLONIZATION" WERE AVAILABLE IF 
PANAMA ENCOUNTERS "PASSIVITY OR SUBTERFUGE" AT THE 
NEGOTIATION TABLE. 

5. IN AN ITEM BURIED IN "DOMINICAL" FOR MAY 22, A REPORT 
FROM DAVID STATES THAT TORRIJOS "WILL MAKE SENSATIONAL 
DECLARATIONS ABOUT THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS AND OTHER 
SUBJECTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST DURING THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL 
COUNCIL OF STATE WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE IN THIS CITY FRIDAY, 

JUNE 3". THIS REPORT IS ATTIBUTED TO PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
SOURCES, WHICH INDICATED "SPECIAL INTEREST" IN MEETING BY 
TORRIJOS AND OTHER HIGH-LEVEL GOP OFFICIALS. (VICE- 
PRESIDENT GONZALEZ RECENTLY HEADED AN OFFICIAL TEAM WHICH 
VISITED CHIRIQUI FOR PREPARATORY MEETINGS.) ITEM NOTES THAT 
GOP HAS IN THE PAST USED CHIRIQUI FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS OF 
NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. 

6. RELATED TORRIJOS COMMENTS REGARDING HIS INTERVIEWS WITH 
"WASHINGTON POST" CORRESPONDENT AND MEXICAN GROUP SEPTEL. 

7. COMMENT: "CRITICA" EDITORIAL LINE IS PARTICULARLY 
INTERESTING, AS IT CONTAINS NO HINT OR SUGGESTION OF ANY 
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SHIFT IN PANAMA'S POSITION ON NEUTRALITY ISSUE. WHETHER THIS IS 

A DELIBERATE DECISION TO MAINTAIN THE FORMER POLICY GUIDANCE IN 

FORCE, OR SIMPLE INERTIA AND/OR CAUTION IN FAILING 

TO START SHIFTING IT, WE CANNOT SAY. BUT GOP IS VERY 

EVIDENTLY NOT YET PREPARING ITS PUBLIC FOR ANYTHING VERY DIFFERENT 

THAT MIGHT EMERGE FROM THIS NEGOTIATING ROUND. END COMMENT. 

GONZALEZ 
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